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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

1 . (Original) A portable sur&ce cleaning apparatus comprising: 
a base module for movement along a surface; 

a segmented handle assembly comprising an upper handle portion removably 
attached to a lower handle portion, said lower handle portion pivotally attached to the 
base module; 

a debris recovery system comprising; 

a recovery container associated with one of the base module and 
segmented handle assembly^ 

a suction nozzle associated with the base module, 

a working air conduit extending between the recovery container and the 
suction nozzle; and 

a vacuum source in fluid communication with the recovery container for 
generating a flow of working air from the suction nozzle through the working air conduit 
and through the recovery container to thereby draw debris from a surface to be cleaned 
through the suction nozzle and working air conduit and into the recovery container; 
the improvement comprising; 

said lower handle portion comprises a base section, a pivot section, and a 
pivot mounting, the pivot section being pivotally attached to the base section by the pivot 
mounting for rotation of the pivot section about the pivot mounting so that the pivot 
section can be folded to a first position against the base section to place the extraction 
cleaner into a compact configumtion, and unfolded to a second, upright position to form 
the handle assembly for maneuvering the extraction cleaner. 

2. (Original) A portable surface cleaning apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the recovery container includes a porous filter bag to filter dirt and debris from 
the air. 



PAGE 3/8 * RCVD AT 1001/2005 1:46:47 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:U8PTb-EFXRF-«29 « DNI8:2738300 * 0810:6167421010 * DURATION (mm-s$>:03-14 



□CT-31-2005 1-3:47 



McGarry Bair PC 



6167421010 P 



Applicants: Mtchae] A. Johnson et al. Serial No.: t0/707»392 

Filed: 10/22/04 Group Art Unit: 1744 

Page4of8 

3. (Original) A portable surface cleaning apparatus according to claim 1 
and further comprising a centrifugal particle separator in which debris and dirt are 
removed from the working air and are passed through an outlet of the centrifugal particle 
separator, and wherein the recovery container is connected to the outlet to the centrifugal 
particle separator. 

4. (Original) A portable surface cleaning apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the vacuuin source is mounted to one of the base module and the lower handle 
base section and further comprising an electrical distribution system comprising an 
electrical switch mounted on one of the lower handle portion pivot section and the upper 
handle portion, and an electrical connector between the electrical switch and the vacuum 
source* 

5. (Original) A portable surface cleaning apparatus according to claim 4 
wherein the electrical connector has slack to accommodate the pivoting of the lower 
handle portion pivot section and the lower handle base section. 

6. (Original) A portable surface cleaning apparatus according to claun 4 
wherein the electrical connector has a separable connector mounted to the lower handle 
portion pivot section and the lower handle base section and the connector separates when 
lower handle portion pivot section rotates from the second position to the first position 
and the separable coimector is joined when the lower handle portion pivot section is in 
the second position. 

7. (Original) A portable surface cleaning apparatus according to claim 6 
wherein the separable coimector is automatically joined when the lower handle portion 
pivot section pivots from the first position to the second position. 

8. (Original) A portable surface cleaning apparatus according to claim 1 
and further comprising: 

a fluid disp^pLsingisystemtcomprising; 
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a fluid dispenser associated with the base module for applying cleaning 

fluid to a surface to be cleaned; 

a fluid supply chamber for holding a supply of cleaning fluid; and 

a fluid supply conduit fluidly connected to the fluid supply chamber and to 

the fluid dispenser for supplying cleaning fluid to the fluid dispenser. 

9. (Original) A portable surface cleaning apparatus according to claim 8 
wherein the recovery contamer further comprises an air-fluid separator to remove fluids 
from the working air and deposit the fluids in the recovery container and an outlet 
opening for exhausting separated air from the recovery container. 

10. (Original) A portable surface cleaning apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the pivot mounting is a hinge. 

1 1 . (Original) A method of packaging a portable surface cleaning 
apparatus that includes a handle pivotally mounted to a base that is ad^ted to move 
along a floor surface comprises the steps of: 

forming the upright handle with separate upper and lower portions that can be 
separated from each other for shipment and can be easily joined together in an aligned 
relationship at a destination by a customer; 

forming the lower portion of the upright handle with upper and lower 
sections that can be manipulated into a relatively compact relationship for shipping and 
can be easily configured into a less compact aligned relationship for customer use; 

mounting the lower section of the handle lower portion to the base for 
pivotal movement with respect to the base; 

separating the upper and lower portions from each other; 
manipulating the upper and lower sections into the more compact relationship; 
placing the base with the lower section pivotally mounted thereto into a 
packaging container; 
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placing the upper section of the lower portion of the liandle into the shipping 
container in the more compact relationship; 

placing the upper portion of the handle into the packaging container; and 
closing the container. 

12. (Original) A method of packaging a portable surface cleaning 
apparatus according to claim 1 1 and wherein the step of forming the lower portion of the 
upright handle with upper and lower sections includes hinging the lower and upper 
sections of the lower portion of the handle for movement between the aligned and more 
compact relationships. 

13. (Currentiy Amended) A portable surface cleaning apparatus 
comprising: 

a base module for movement along a surface; 
a handle assembly pivotally attached to the base module; 
a debris recovery system carri e d by th e bas e module and comprising; 
a recovery containe r carried by th e bas e modulo^ 
a suction nozzle associated with the base module, 
a working air conduit extending between the recovery container and the 
suction nozzle; and 

a vacuum source in fluid communication with the recovery container for 
generating a flow of working air firom the suction nozzle through the working air conduit 
and through the recovery container to thereby draw debris firom a sur&ce to be cleaned 
through the suction nozzle and working ait conduit and into the recovery container; 
the improvement comprising; 

said handle comprises a base section , a pivot aootion, ^ and a pivot 
mounting, the p ivot section beisg-pivotally attached to the base section by the pivot 
moxmting f or rotation of the pivot section about tho pivot mounting - w ith respect to the 
base section s o that the pivot section can be folded to a first position against the base 
section to place the oxtraotion s urface cleaner into a compact configuration, and unfolded 
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to a second, upright position to form the handle assembly for maneuvering the extraction 
cleaner. 

14. (Original) A portable surface cleaning apparatus according to claim 

1 3 and furdier comprising: 

a fluid dispensing system comprising; 

a fluid dispenser associated with the base module for applying cleaning 
fluid to a surface to be cleaned; 

a fluid supply chamber associated with the base module for holding a 
supply of cleaning fluid; and 

a fluid supply conduit fluidly connected to the fluid supply chamber and to 
the fluid dispenser for supplying cleaning fluid to the fluid dispenser. 

15. (Original) A portable surface cleaning apparatus according to claim 

14 wherein the recovery container further comprises an air-fluid separator to remove 
fluids from the working air and deposit the fluids in the recovery container and an outlet 
opening for exhausting separated air from the recovery container. 

16. (Currently Amended) A portable surface cleaning apparatus 
according to claim 1 3 wh e rein the pivot mounting is a nd further comprising a hinge 
pivotallv moimting the pivot section to the base section . 

1 7. (New) A portable surface cleaning apparatus according to claim 
13 wherein the handle is attached to a rear portion of the base module; the base section 
and the pivot sections each have a front surface and a rear surface and the pivot section is 
pivotally mounted to the base section so that the pivot section pivots rearwardly from the 
upright position to the compact configuration with the rear surfaces of the pivot section 
and the base section facing each other. 

1 8. (New) A portable surface cleaning apparatus according to claim 1 3 
wherein the recovery container is carried by the base module. 
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